
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3185 June 28, 2021 
Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ms. HOULAHAN 
for this important legislation that she 
is introducing. Education lays the 
foundation for future prosperity and 
stability. I am deeply concerned by the 
impact this pandemic is having on 
school children, particularly amongst 
the vulnerable communities facing 
conflict and refugees who are already 
experiencing barriers to educational 
access. 

We must understand the full scope of 
these challenges in order to address 
programs accordingly and ensure effec-
tive use of our funds. So I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Education is recognized as the surest 
path to economic mobility. However, 
over the past year and a half, the 
COVID–19 pandemic has rattled edu-
cational systems across the world, pre-
sented challenges unlike anything we 
have seen in the last 100 years since we 
had the last global pandemic, and it 
jeopardizes access to education for stu-
dents around the world. 

While some students and educators 
quickly adapted and overcame these 
challenges, the widespread disruptions 
caused by the pandemic will invariably 
have lasting impacts on communities 
at home and abroad. The Global Learn-
ing Loss Assessment Act of 2021 will 
allow us to better understand the effect 
the pandemic has had on global learn-
ing, and also find ways to help get stu-
dents back on the path to continued 
learning and future success. 

I know from my home city that the 
lack of availability of educational 
school buildings and lack of dialogue 
and conversations with other students 
in the classroom has hurt them. We 
need to evaluate and make sure what 
needs to be done so they can make up 
that time and continue the path to suc-
cess because our Nation here in the 
United States and in the countries 
around the world are dependent upon it 
so that we can have a better tomorrow. 

That is why I thank Ms. HOULAHAN 
for her bill, along with Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, working with the minor-
ity, Ranking Member MCCAUL, coming 
together because we understand the 
significance and importance of edu-
cation. I hope all of my colleagues will 
join in supporting this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MEEKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1500, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

URGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO 
FACILITATE ASSISTANCE IN RE-
SPONSE TO THE DEVASTATING 
IMPACT OF COVID–19 IN INDIA 
Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 402) urging the Adminis-
tration to facilitate assistance in re-
sponse to the devastating impact of 
COVID–19 in India, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 402 
Whereas in March 2021, a second wave of 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (commonly referred 
to as ‘‘COVID–19’’) infectious began to surge 
in India, overwhelming health care workers, 
hospitals, and crematoriums throughout the 
country; 

Whereas testing results indicate India is 
seeing more than 340,000 new daily infections 
and upward of 4,000 deaths a day, though 
public health experts believe case rates are 
higher; 

Whereas cases have surged in neighboring 
countries such as Nepal and other countries 
in the area remain highly vulnerable to re-
newed spikes in cases; 

Whereas the deadly COVID–19 outbreak in 
India is a global problem that requires a co-
ordinated global response; 

Whereas in the spring of 2020, when the 
United States was in the midst of a dev-
astating spike in COVID–19 cases, India lift-
ed its export ban on certain therapeutics in 
response to a request by the United States 
Government; 

Whereas India’s pharmaceutical industry is 
a vital part of the global solution to the pan-
demic, especially for much of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America, and is the world’s big-
gest producer of COVID vaccines having ex-
ported 66.36 million doses to 93 countries, in-
cluding to United Nations personnel and, ac-
counting for over half of global vaccine man-
ufacturing; 

Whereas due to India’s critical importance 
in global vaccine supply chains, an increase 
in domestic vaccine demand as a result of 
the surge of COVID–19 cases within India is 
of global concern; 

Whereas in response to the crisis in India, 
the Biden administration took quick action 
to deliver urgently needed supplies to India, 
including oxygen support, oxygen concentra-
tors, personal protective equipment (PPE), 
raw materials for vaccine, rapid diagnostic 
tests, and therapeutics, and is a testament 
to the historic record of United States-India 
health cooperation dating more than seven 
decades; 

Whereas the United States private sector 
has worked to generously support relief ef-
forts in India including by working to deliver 
1,000 ventilators and 25,000 oxygen concentra-
tors to health care facilities across India; 

Whereas many countries around the world 
have also sent medical assistance to India to 
help the country defeat this devastating 
wave of the COVID–19 pandemic; 

Whereas as the United States vaccine sup-
ply for the American people is secured, it is 
important for the United States to continue 
to ramp up its efforts, working with the pri-
vate sector and all possible partners, to ex-
pand vaccine manufacturing and distribution 
worldwide; and 

Whereas United States support for India to 
help beat back this latest coronavirus wave 

is in the United States national interest as 
the pandemic will not end anywhere until it 
ends everywhere: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) urges the Administration to facilitate 
private, in-kind medical supply donations to 
India and deliver additional, urgently needed 
medical supplies, including oxygen generator 
plants and a cryogenic oxygen tanker and 
containers; 

(2) urges the Administration to facilitate 
assistance as needed to neighboring coun-
tries, including Nepal, that are facing the 
spread of COVID–19 and working with part-
ners around the world to address the virus; 
and 

(3) calls on the United States private sec-
tor and the Indian-American community to 
continue their unprecedented and generous 
efforts at procuring medical supplies for the 
Indian response during this time of need, 
building upon contributions to date, stand-
ing with the people of India as they collec-
tively work to stem the spread of COVID–19. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MEEKS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. KIM) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
402, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H. Res. 402, urging the administra-
tion to facilitate assistance in response 
to the devastating impact of COVID–19 
in India. 

This resolution, introduced by my 
good friend Representative SHERMAN, is 
an excellent measure that solidifies 
this body’s already strong, bipartisan 
support for the people of India as they 
recover from this most recent wave of 
COVID–19 infections. 

It urges the administration to con-
tinue facilitating much-needed assist-
ance. We are all saddened by the dev-
astating impact COVID–19 has had on 
the Indian people. Beginning in March 
2021, India started to experience a 
surge of COVID–19 cases and deaths. In-
dians from all backgrounds, young and 
old, urban and rural have been touched 
by this pandemic. 

With infections rising at an alarming 
rate, the healthcare system struggled 
to provide care to all of those infected, 
and medical supply shortages were re-
ported across the country. 

Harrowing images depicted the dev-
astation that COVID–19 caused, from 
family members looking for hospital 
beds and medical supplies, to funeral 
pyres burning nonstop, 24 hours a day, 
to ensure the last rites of the many 
people who have passed. 

I am pleased with the Biden adminis-
tration’s swift response, sending much- 
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needed medical supplies to India. It 
was not just the American Government 
that contributed. We witnessed many 
in the Indian-American community 
and the United States private sector 
rally support to get critical supplies to 
India. 

We now see COVID–19 cases starting 
to come down, but we cannot let our 
guard down. We must do more to pre-
pare for a potential new wave of infec-
tions. It is important to recognize that 
none of us will be safe until all of us 
are safe. 

The pandemic continues to highlight 
the important role of India in com-
bating this disease globally. Its role in 
the global medical manufacturing sup-
ply chain is critical to defeating this 
pandemic. The global community relies 
on Indian pharmaceutical and vaccine 
manufacturing capability. What hap-
pens in India also has spillover effects 
in neighboring countries like Nepal. 

Again, I thank the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SHERMAN) for putting 
forth this resolution, and I ask my col-
leagues to vote in favor of it and stand 
in solidarity with the people of India. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, want to thank 
my colleagues Congressman SHERMAN 
and Congressman CHABOT for intro-
ducing this legislation. 

COVID–19 has had a devastating im-
pact on the world, but some countries 
have been hit harder than others. 

In March of this year, just as Ameri-
cans were receiving COVID–19 vaccines 
and the United States was seeing a de-
cline in cases, infections in India began 
to surge. A year before, in the spring of 
2020, when the United States was expe-
riencing a spike in COVID–19 cases, 
India came to our aid and lifted its ex-
port ban on certain drugs in response 
to a request by the United States. 

In response to India’s surge, the 
United States quickly delivered much- 
needed supplies, such as PPE, rapid 
tests, and other drugs to India. This ac-
tion from the United States, the 
world’s oldest democracy, to India, the 
world’s largest democracy, is only fit-
ting. India and the United States are 
natural partners and COVID–19 has 
only proven our ties are growing 
stronger. 

This resolution further shows that 
the House stands with the people of 
India as they work to stem the spread 
of COVID–19 throughout India. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. SHERMAN), a very 
valued member of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, my good friend. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend for yielding. I want to 
thank my colleague and co-chair of the 
House Congressional Caucus on India 

and Indian-Americans, Mr. CHABOT, for 
joining with me in introducing this res-
olution. 

Mr. CHABOT and I introduced this res-
olution recognizing the devastating im-
pact that COVID–19 has had on India 
and expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives about the need to 
provide the maximum possible assist-
ance to India. 

The House has a long, bipartisan 
record of supporting and strengthening 
the relationship between the United 
States, the world’s oldest democracy, 
and India, the world’s largest democ-
racy. 

I also want to thank Chairman 
MEEKS and Ranking Member MCCAUL 
for working with us on this important 
resolution, and thank my colleagues on 
the Foreign Affairs Committee for 
passing this resolution unanimously. 

The COVID–19 outbreak in India re-
quires a global response. We know that 
the COVID epidemic is not limited by 
international borders, and the pan-
demic will not end anywhere until it 
ends everywhere, as the chairman 
pointed out. 

This is particularly true with regard 
to variants and we are aware of the 
delta variant that is now spreading. 

b 1645 
Until we can vaccinate the world, 

there will be millions, billions of op-
portunities for this virus to infect; 
where it infects, it replicates; where it 
replicates, it mutates and poses the 
risk of developing a strain that, unlike 
the strains we have dealt with so far, 
evades the vaccines that we have devel-
oped. 

We have been working in a bipartisan 
manner to address the devastating ef-
fects of this second COVID–19 wave in 
India. Official testing results indicate 
that India has seen more than 340,000 
daily infections and over 4,000 daily 
deaths. But many public health offi-
cials believe these numbers understate 
the matter, and that perhaps upwards 
of 2 million people a day have been in-
fected in India. 

Of course, we have seen a slight 
abatement in those horrific numbers, 
but the problem remains. 

I want to thank the Biden adminis-
tration and commend them for orga-
nizing so many parts of the U.S. Gov-
ernment, the CDC, HHS, USAID, the 
State Department, in getting materials 
to India that will help vaccine produc-
tion, provide rapid COVID testing and, 
most importantly, oxygen support, par-
ticularly, oxygen concentrators and, of 
course, PPE to help save lives. 

This resolution is part of the ongoing 
effort of the India Caucus to help India 
at this time of need. Earlier this year, 
we sent a bipartisan request to the 
President requesting that we increase 
our assistance to India in battling 
COVID–19, particularly focusing on the 
raw materials necessary to manufac-
ture vaccines and oxygen concentra-
tion equipment. 

By early May, the United States had 
provided over $100 million worth of 

medical supplies, including that oxy-
gen support, and PPE, rapid diagnostic 
tests, and therapeutics. 

USAID also facilitated the delivery 
of 440 oxygen cylinders and concentra-
tors to India, generously donated by 
the State of California. 

We should recognize the substantial 
support of the American public. In re-
sponse to India’s crisis, the Indian- 
American community has contributed 
significantly to the effort; individuals, 
along with the private sector, continue 
to do so. 

Indian-American companies, such as 
Prime Healthcare, are working to as-
sist efforts, not only to deliver nec-
essary medical supplies, but also en-
sure that they reach the people most in 
need. And the U.S.-India Business 
Council has worked to coordinate a co-
alition of corporations, nonprofits, and 
individuals to deliver thousands of ven-
tilators and oxygen concentrators to 
India. 

This resolution stands with the peo-
ple of India as they collectively work 
to stem the spread of COVID–19, urges 
the administration to facilitate private 
and in-kind medical supply donations, 
and urges the delivery of urgently 
needed supplies to India. 

This resolution recognizes the impor-
tance of work by the U.S. Government 
and of Indian Americans in the private 
sector. 

There is no doubt that the U.S.-India 
relationship is growing closer, and that 
our assistance to India, to help over-
come this terrible COVID wave, is a 
critical part of building that relation-
ship. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

In closing, I would like to, once 
again, thank Representative SHERMAN 
and Representative CHABOT for their 
work on this resolution. 

It has been said before, but I will say 
it again, COVID–19 has shown that 
pandemics know no borders. Allies 
must come together and support one 
another during these difficult times. 
And we must work with India and the 
international community to end the 
spread of COVID–19 and prevent future 
pandemics. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support this resolution, H. Res. 402, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Again, I want to thank Mr. SHERMAN 
and Mr. CHABOT for showing how this 
committee has worked in a bipartisan 
manner for the benefit of our friends 
and allies and, in this case, India. 

By passing this good, bipartisan reso-
lution, the House will send a clear mes-
sage that we stand with the people of 
India as they work to contain the 
spread of COVID–19. We recognize that 
India will continue to play an impor-
tant role in containing the further 
global spread of COVID–19, and support 
global efforts to end this pandemic. 

We also urge the administration to 
continue working with the Indian Gov-
ernment. Just yesterday, I was at the 
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Indian consulate in New York, where I 
had an opportunity to talk to the con-
sul general, who was very appreciative 
knowing that this bill would be on the 
House floor today; who told me to ex-
tend thank-yous to both Mr. SHERMAN 
and Mr. CHABOT; that it further shows 
American leadership and friendship 
with the people of India; and that we 
would only grow closer together to 
benefit not just our respective coun-
tries, but the rest of the world. 

This moves and helps the people in 
India. So I would like to conclude by 
just thanking everyone, once again, for 
working together in a bipartisan way 
to do the right thing for our friends 
from the country of India. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Res. 402, which Con-
gressman BRAD SHERMAN and I introduced to 
call attention to India’s COVID–19 second 
wave and press for needed assistance. 

India’s second wave has been a truly over-
whelming challenge. As Co-Chair of the 
House Caucus on India and Indian Americans, 
I found the images in the press, the stories 
about the lack of oxygen, and the sheer scale 
of the crisis to be truly daunting. And the suf-
fering is being felt not only in India but also 
right here at home by many of our constitu-
ents in the Indian American community, who 
have family members in India that are im-
pacted by this deadly upswing in the pan-
demic. 

While case rates in India continue to drop, 
passage of this resolution today shows that 
Congress and the American people are com-
mitted to helping India finish the battle against 
the second wave and prepare to win the war 
against COVID–19 altogether. Early in the 
pandemic, India helped us; it is our turn to 
offer a helping hand. We must continue to em-
ploy all effective measures to help them 
through this trying time. 

The crisis in India is a potent reminder of 
the toll of this pandemic and of the importance 
of preparing ourselves and the world so that 
the next disease does not cause the damage 
we have seen as a result of COVID–19. 

So I would urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Res. 402, ‘‘Urging the ad-
ministration to facilitate assistance in response 
to the devastating impacts of COVID–19 in 
India,’’ which advocates for direct aid to India 
as it continues to battle the devastating effects 
of COVID–19. 

I thank my colleague, Congressman SHER-
MAN of California, for authoring this important 
legislation that will save the lives of many in 
India. 

Testing results reveal that India is experi-
encing more than 340,000 new daily infections 
and more than 4,000 deaths a day, and many 
public health experts believe case rates are 
likely higher. 

India has the biggest global vaccine manu-
facturing capacity and was a major exporter of 
the vaccine. 

More than 70 low-income nations received 
vaccines made in India, with a total of more 
than 60 million doses leaving India. 

Prior to its surge in COVID–19 cases, it ex-
ported tens of millions of doses before its own 

demand skyrocketed and led to a shortage in 
some states. 

Given India’s critical role in global vaccine 
supply chains, an increase in vaccine demand 
due to the surge of COVID–19 cases within 
India is of a global concern. 

With more than 600 thousand deaths from 
COVID–19, we in the United States are no 
strangers to the devastating consequences of 
the pandemic. 

Since the onset of the pandemic, Texas has 
seen a devastating 52,458 deaths due to 
COVID–19, 6,575 of those deaths occurred in 
Harris Country, portions of which are in my 
congressional district. 

India responded to the spike in COVID–19 
cases here in the United States by lifting its 
export ban on certain therapeutics. 

With the help of widespread vaccination, the 
United States was then able to reduce the 
number of COVID–19 deaths to 4 percent of 
our peak today. 

The Indian people, who have been instru-
mental in vaccine production worldwide, de-
serve the same relief. 

In New Delhi alone, one individual dies of 
COVID–19 every 4 minutes. 

Since COVID–19 vaccine distribution began 
in the United States on December 14, 2020, 
more than 323 million doses have been ad-
ministered, fully vaccinating over 153 million 
people, that’s 46.1 percent of the total U.S. 
population. 

Now that the United States vaccine supply 
is secured, I encourage our government to 
show its support for India by passing this reso-
lution. 

This resolution calls on the Indian American 
community to continue their efforts to help 
quell the spread of the virus in India, they 
need the support of the United States govern-
ment. 

Texas is home to the second-largest Indian 
American community in the United States. 

At least 82,575 of these individuals live in 
my district, located in the West of Houston. 

Thus, it is in the interest of Harris County, 
of Texas, interest, and of the United States 
more broadly to aid India in stemming the 
spread of this virus. 

I worked hard to halt the spread of COVID– 
19 in my own district, partnering with Houston 
hospitals, local public health agencies, local 
businesses, and international corporations to 
stop the spread of the virus in local commu-
nities. 

But the pandemic will not end anywhere 
until it has ended everywhere, and as a global 
travel hub, the United States is particularly vul-
nerable to the continued spread. 

As I work on legislation to aid and support 
communities in dire need across the globe, I 
support passage of this resolution today and 
ask that my colleagues do the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MEEKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 402, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
FOR THE FUTURE ACT 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 2225) to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal years 2022, 2023, 2024, 
2025, and 2026 for the National Science 
Foundation, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2225 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Science Foundation for the Future Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Over the past seven decades, the Na-

tional Science Foundation has played a crit-
ical role in advancing the United States aca-
demic research enterprise by supporting fun-
damental research and education across 
science and engineering disciplines. 

(2) Discoveries enabled by sustained invest-
ment in fundamental research and the edu-
cation of the United States science and engi-
neering workforce have led to trans-
formational innovations and spawned new 
industries. 

(3) While the traditional approach to in-
vestment in research has delivered myriad 
benefits to society, a concerted effort is 
needed to ensure the benefits of federally 
funded science and engineering are enjoyed 
by all Americans. 

(4) As countries around the world increase 
investments in research and STEM edu-
cation, United States global leadership in 
science and engineering is eroding, posing 
significant risks to economic competitive-
ness, national security, and public well- 
being. 

(5) To address major societal challenges 
and sustain United States leadership in inno-
vation, the Federal Government must in-
crease investments in research, broaden par-
ticipation in the STEM workforce, and bol-
ster collaborations among universities, Na-
tional Laboratories, field stations and ma-
rine laboratories, companies, labor organiza-
tions, non-profit funders of research, local 
policymakers, civil societies and stakeholder 
communities, and international partners. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ACADEMIES.—The term ‘‘Academies’’ 

means the National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine. 

(2) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term 
‘‘artificial intelligence’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 5002 of the Wil-
liam M. (MAC) Thornberry National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021. 

(3) AWARDEE.—The term ‘‘awardee’’ means 
the legal entity to which Federal assistance 
is awarded and that is accountable to the 
Federal Government for the use of the funds 
provided. 

(4) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means the 
National Science Board. 

(5) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion. 

(6) EMERGING RESEARCH INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘emerging research institution’’ means 
an institution of higher education with an 
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